
Award Nomination Worksheet: Honorary Membership 
Nominator: 

Nominee: 
Date: 

HONORARY MEMBERSHIP IN THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION    
The constitution of the Alumni Association, adopted at its annual meeting held on December 30, 
1897, provided that anyone who has rendered outstanding service to the Association or the 
Institute, including any present or former member of the Corporation or any present or former 
officer of administration or instruction on the staff of the Institute, as well as their spouses, may 
be elected an Honorary Member. 

Tip: Check out your nominee’s OAD profile to see some of their volunteer roles or email 
alumnivolunteers@mit.edu to request their volunteer record, including previous awards (individuals can not 
receive this award more than once and must be a non-alum). 

Introduction: Describe why you are nominating this person in a sentence or two. How do you 
know the nominee? Have you nominated them before? Why are you excited to submit their 
name for consideration? 

Describe the nominee’s Impact On Students/Faculty/Staff: contributions having a positive 
impact on the MIT campus. Was this individual a faculty member who had a significant 
influence on students or an academic department? Was this person the spouse of MIT 
Senior Leadership or faculty, who made considerable contributions to MIT and its 
community?

mailto:alumnivolunteers@mit.edu


Describe the nominee’s Impact on Alumni: contributions having a positive impact on MIT 
alumni.  How has the nominee supported alumni, the Alumni Association, or its 
programming? How did they first become involved with MIT and the Alumni Association?  

Closing: Take this opportunity to restate the overall reason this nominee should be selected 
for this award, what sets them apart and thank the committee for their consideration. 



Full Statement (copy and paste into nomination form): 
Nominator: 
Nominee: 
Date: 
For Consideration for Honorary Membership in the Alumni 
Association. 


	Text10: 
	Text11: 
	Text12: 
	Introduction: HM: I am writing to give my very strong support for {NOMINEE} being awarded Honorary Membership in the MIT Alumni Association.
	Impact on Students, Faculty, Staff: {NOMINEE} has been more than just an individual within MIT, they have become an institution. I can think of very few others who have had a deeper and more lasting impact on as many different groups and individuals as {NOMINEE} has. To students, the Corporation, the administration, alumni, and friends of the Institute, they have been the very embodiment of commitment, integrity, patience, diplomacy, and wisdom.

I first met {NOMINEE} 16 years ago, just after I had been elected Graduate Student Council (GSC) President, and while they were serving as Special Assistant to then MIT President Chuck Vest. It had just recently become known that changes to the student health insurance plan would potentially cause financial strain for many graduate students.

With mounting pressure from the student body, I met with {NOMINEE} to try and work out a solution. Not only did they effectively share the complexity of the administration’s position, they also showed a deep concern for both the students' situation in general, and for mine as an individual in my new role. Together with other student leaders and administrators we worked through the crisis and a solution was eventually found--one that many graduate students continue to benefit from today. 

	Impact on Alumni: In the years since, I have watched {NOMINEE} successfully navigate a variety of very sensitive and high-profile situations, both on and off campus--ones that have positively affected many members of our community. These included coordinating with black students and alumni on recommendations to improve the experience of minority students on campus and working with the Alumni Association as it transitioned to a new structure and relationship with the Institute. In each case, MIT became a stronger, more open, and better place because of {NOMINEE}’s involvement.


	Closing: HM Statement: Their impact on the MIT community has been simply inestimable. {NOMINEE} has been a constant and invaluable source of wisdom and support, and I have always appreciated their kind demeanor and profound insights. I suspect that this is likely the case both personally and professionally for many others, as I believe that that is the way they are built—{NOMINEE} consistently makes everything and everyone around them better. It is for these reasons—and many others too numerous to list—that I support {NOMINEE}’s nomination for Honorary Membership in the MIT Alumni Association.



