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Nominator:
Group being nominated:
Date:

GREAT DOME AWARD

Established in 1968, the Great Dome Award (formerly known as the Presidential Citation) is the
highest honor the Association bestows upon any of its organizations. Like the Bronze Beaver
for individuals, this award is given to groups in recognition of distinguished service to the
Institute or the Association.

Introduction: Describe why you are nominating this group in a sentence or two. What is your
relationship to the group? Have you nominated them before? Are you excited to submit their

name for consideration?

The {GROUP} seized the 50th anniversary of the founding of the Black Students’ Union as a unique
opportunity to bring black graduates of all eras back to campus - many for the first time. The anniversary
was also a propitious time to announce the BAMIT Capstone Community Advancement Program (BCAP) to
fund MIT student projects in underserved communities.

Impact: contributions relative to the size of the target community. How were this group’s
accomplishments successful within the scope of their size/constituencies? What special way
did this group’s efforts affect others broad or small?

The {GROUP} planned a celebratory weekend with the theme, “The Road to 50: The Power of Community.
The weekend program encompassed a wide range of events looking back at the BSU’s achievements,
recognizing past and present BSU leaders, and invoking the spirit of Wakanda—the technologically
advanced home of Marvel's Black Panther—to set the course for the road ahead by raising funds for BCAP.
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Scope: number of people left with a positive impression of MIT (alumni or not) [size]. Did
these efforts advance the position of MIT among its alumni, students, and the public? How
many people did it affect?

The Capstone weekend held November 2 — 4, 2018 was an enormous success drawing over 300 attendees,
including 160 alumni, the largest gathering of Black alumni in MIT's history. Ten percent of these alumni had
either never been back to campus since graduation or had been disengaged from the Institute for 6 years or
more. MIT alumni are notoriously exacting, and this group had only kudos for the weekend expressing their
appreciation with net promoter score of 92—reported by the MITAA as one of the highest scores for an
alumni event. The event's success was underscored by the $100,000 raised as seed money for the BCAP

fund.

Transformational Value: significant improvement in a model for future organizations or
groups. Did these group’s accomplishments form a blueprint or best practice for other
groups to follow? How did these efforts inspire and direct others toward success?

Given that the {GROUP} started its planning in earnest in March 2018, the program it developed was an
achievement in and of itself. The weekend included many highlights, most notably an historic Presidents
Panel, “Building Community to Make a Better World,” featuring MIT’s L. Rafael Reif; Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute’s Shirley Ann Jackson ‘68, PhD '73; and Harvard University’'s Lawrence Bacow '72. The panel was
moderated by John Wilson, former president of Morehouse College, and senior adviser and strategist to the

president of Harvard University.

The weekend brought together alumni and students for a frank discussion of the current status of black
students on campus and how the alumni can best form community with current students. The sold-out,

festive Capstone Gala on Saturday evening was the occasion for the presentation of awards for lifetime
service to MIT’s black community and for a full dance floor.
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Closing: Take this opportunity to restate the overall reason this group should be selected for
this award, what sets them apart and thank the committee for their consideration.

The BAMIT Capstone weekend serves as a model for bringing students, administrators, and faculty together
with alumni from across the years and for setting the stage for a platform, BCAP, that will serve to engage
alumni and students in common cause for a better world. For these reasons, the {GROUP} is an exemplar

of a Great Dome Award winner.
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Full Statement (copy and paste into nomination form):
Nominator:

Group being nominated:

Date:

For Consideration for the Great Dome Award.

The {GROUP} seized the 50th anniversary of the founding of the Black Students’ Union as a unique
opportunity to bring black graduates of all eras back to campus - many for the first time. The anniversary
was also a propitious time to announce the BAMIT Capstone Community Advancement Program (BCAP) to
fund MIT student projects in underserved communities.

The {GROUP} planned a celebratory weekend with the theme, “The Road to 50: The Power of Community.
The weekend program encompassed a wide range of events looking back at the BSU’s achievements,
recognizing past and present BSU leaders, and invoking the spirit of Wakanda—the technologically
advanced home of Marvel’s Black Panther—to set the course for the road ahead by raising funds for BCAP.

The Capstone weekend held November 2 — 4, 2018 was an enormous success drawing over 300 attendees,
including 160 alumni, the largest gathering of Black alumni in MIT's history. Ten percent of these alumni had
either never been back to campus since graduation or had been disengaged from the Institute for 6 years or
more. MIT alumni are notoriously exacting, and this group had only kudos for the weekend expressing their
appreciation with net promoter score of 92—reported by the MITAA as one of the highest scores for an
alumni event. The event’s success was underscored by the $100,000 raised as seed money for the BCAP
fund.

Given that the {GROUP} started its planning in earnest in March 2018, the program it developed was an
achievement in and of itself. The weekend included many highlights, most notably an historic Presidents
Panel, “Building Community to Make a Better World,” featuring MIT’s L. Rafael Reif; Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute’s Shirley Ann Jackson ‘68, PhD '73; and Harvard University’s Lawrence Bacow '72. The panel was
moderated by John Wilson, former president of Morehouse College, and senior adviser and strategist to the
president of Harvard University.

The weekend brought together alumni and students for a frank discussion of the current status of black
students on campus and how the alumni can best form community with current students. The sold-out,

festive Capstone Gala on Saturday evening was the occasion for the presentation of awards for lifetime
service to MIT’s black community and for a full dance floor.

The BAMIT Capstone weekend serves as a model for bringing students, administrators, and faculty together
with alumni from across the years and for setting the stage for a platform, BCAP, that will serve to engage
alumni and students in common cause for a better world. For these reasons, the {GROUP} is an exemplar
of a Great Dome Award winner.
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