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Itinerary
Thursday–Friday, December 28–29
Depart USA / Arrive St. Petersburg
$UULYH�LQ�6W��3HWHUVEXUJ�RQ�)ULGD\��'HFHPEHU�����
check in to the Hotel Kempinski Moika 22. Meet 
fellow travelers for a welcome reception and dinner 
this evening is at the hotel.

Saturday, December 30 
St. Petersburg
At any time of year, St. Petersburg is one of the 
most beautiful cities in the world.  Its miles of ca-
nals, laced together with graceful bridges set amidst 
SDVWHO���WK�FHQWXU\�EXLOGLQJV��KDYH�HDUQHG�LW�WKH�QDPH��́ 9HQLFH�
RI�WKH�1RUWK�µ�$�FRQYHUJHQFH�RI�DUW�DQG�VRXO��WKH�FLW\�VXUYLYHG�WKH�FDODPLWRXV���WK�FHQWXU\�
ZLWK�LWV�UHSXWDWLRQ�DV�D�VWRUHKRXVH�RI�5XVVLDQ�FXOWXUH�LQWDFW��%HJLQ�ZLWK�D�GULYH�DORQJ�
1HYVN\�3URVSHNW��WKH�WKUHH�PLOH�DYHQXH�WKDW�LV�WKH�EDFNERQH�RI�WKH�FLW\���9LVLW�WKH�&KXUFK�
RI�WKH�6DYLRU�RQ�WKH�%ORRG��DQG�GULYH�RXW�RI�WRZQ�WR�H[SORUH�WKH�&DWKHULQH�3DODFH��ZLWK�LWV�
IDPRXV�$PEHU�5RRP��(B, L, D) Hotel Kempinski Moika 22

Sunday, December 31 
St. Petersburg ��Board the Golden Eagle
Spend time this morning at the world-class Hermitage Museum. Originally a small private 
SDODFH�JDOOHU\�IRXQGHG�E\�&DWKHULQH�WKH�*UHDW�ZLWK�D�SXUFKDVH�RI�����SDLQWLQJV�IURP�%HU-
lin, the Hermitage today houses the largest museum collection in the world. Then, board 
WKH�*ROGHQ�(DJOH�SULYDWH�WUDLQ�DQG�HQMR\�D�IHVWLYH�1HZ�<HDU·V�(YH�WRDVW�GXULQJ�GLQQHU�DV�
you make your way north. (B, L, D) Aboard the train

Monday, January 1 
Golden Eagle ��Cross the Arctic Circle
Spend a relaxing day onboard the private train with time for group discussion and watching 
the taiga�IRUHVW�EHJLQ�WR�WKLQ�DQG�VKULQN��5DLVH�D�WRDVW�WR�FURVVLQJ�WKH�$UFWLF�&LUFOH��(B, L, D) 
Aboard the train

Tuesday–Wednesday, January 2–3 
Kirkenes, Norway
3DFN�\RXU�RYHUQLJKW�EDJ�DQG�GLVHPEDUN�WKH�WUDLQ��%RDUG�D�PRWRUFRDFK�IRU�WKH�WLG\�SRODU�
WRZQ�RI�.LUNHQHV��1RUZD\��RYHUORRNLQJ�1RUZD\·V�HDVWHUQPRVW�IMRUG��/RFDWHG�IDU�DERYH�
the Arctic Circle, Kirkenes experiences continuous daylight from May to August, and 
FRQYHUVHO\��SRODU�QLJKW�IURP�ODWH�1RYHPEHU�WR�ODWH�-DQXDU\���9LVLW�WKH�IDQWDVWLF�6QRZ�+RWHO��
assembled each winter since 2006, and enjoy chilled vodka served in a glass made of ice. 
(PEDUN�RQ�WZR�HYHQLQJ�EXV�WRXUV�LQ�VHDUFK�RI�WKH�1RUWKHUQ�/LJKWV��DV�ZHOO�DV�DQ�H[FLWLQJ�
GRJVOHG�ULGH�DQG�D�YLVLW�WR�WKH�6QRZ�+RWHO·V�UHLQGHHU���1RWH���$Q�RSWLRQ�WR�VWD\�RQH�QLJKW�DW�
the Snow Hotel is available at an additional cost. (2B, 2L, 2D) Thon Hotel

´9HQLFH



Thursday–Friday, January 4–5 
Golden Eagle ��Murmansk 
After a pleasant day rolling through the northern landscape, stop in Murmansk, the most 
important city on the Kola Peninsula. Even though it is above the Arctic Circle, the port 
city of Murmansk stays ice-free for most of the winter due to the warm waters of the 
*XOI�6WUHDP��+HUH��ERDUG�WKH�ZRUOG·V�ÀUVW�QXFOHDU�SRZHUHG�LFH�EUHDNHU��WKH�Lenin, and visit 
WKH�0XUPDQVN�5HJLRQDO�+LVWRU\�0XVHXP��(2B, 2L, 2D) Aboard the train 

Saturday, January 6 
Petrozavodsk
+HDGLQJ�EDFN�VRXWK��WKH�WUDLQ�PDNHV�D�VWRS�LQ�3HWUR]DYRGVN��IRXQGHG�E\�3HWHU�WKH�*UHDW��
ZKR�UHFRJQL]HG�WKDW�KH�ZRXOG�QHHG�D�ORFDO�LURQ�IRXQGU\�WR�RXWÀW�WKH�VKLSV�KH�LQWHQGHG�WR�
EXLOG�IRU�KLV�QHZ�QDY\��3HWUR]DYRGVN�JUHZ�DURXQG�WKH�IRXQGU\�WKDW�3HWHU�EXLOW�KHUH�RQ�WKH�
VKRUH�RI�/DNH�2QHJD��:HDWKHU�SHUPLWWLQJ��ERDUG�D�KRYHUFUDIW�DQG�VNLP�RYHU�/DNH�2QHJD�WR�
.L]KL�,VODQG��WKH�ORFDWLRQ�RI�D�81(6&2�OLVWHG�RSHQ�DLU�PXVHXP�VWRFNHG�ZLWK�ROG�ZRRGHQ�
churches and houses from Karelia. (B, L, D) Aboard the train

Sunday, January 7 
Vladimir ��Suzdal
'LVFRYHU�WZR�RI�5XVVLD·V�*ROGHQ�5LQJ�WRZQV��9ODGLPLU�DQG�6X]GDO��DQFLHQW�WRZQV�WKDW�ZHUH�
seats of political and economic power long before the rise of Moscow.  Admire the blue 
DQG�JROG�GRPHV�RI�9ODGLPLU·V���WK�FHQWXU\�&DWKHGUDO�RI�WKH�$VVXPSWLRQ��9LVLW�WKH�81(6-
CO-listed Savior Monastery of St. Euphinius, founded in 1352. Inside the walls stands the 
ÀYH�GRPHG�&DWKHGUDO�RI�WKH�7UDQVÀJXUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�6DYLRU��ZKRVH�LQWHULRU�ZDV�IUHVFRHG�E\�
*XU\�1LNLWLQ���$WWHQG�D�FKRUDO�FRQFHUW�E\�VRPH�RI�WKH�PRQNV��WKHQ�JR�GDVKLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�
snow on a traditional sleigh ride. (B, L, D) Aboard the train

Monday, January 8 
Moscow
$UULYLQJ�LQ�0RVFRZ��H[SORUH�VRPH�RI�LWV�FODVVLF�VLWHV��LQFOXGLQJ�81(6&2�OLVWHG�1RYRGHYL-
chy Convent, whose main attraction is its cemetery.  Such luminaries as Gogol, Chekhov, 
.KUXVKFKHY��5DLVD�*RUEDFKHY��DQG�%RULV�<HOWVLQ�DUH�EXULHG�KHUH��DQG�VRPH�RI�WKH�JUDYHV�DUH�
quite fanciful. Take a tour of the Kremlin, inside the fortress walls are palaces, cathedrals, 
JRYHUQPHQW�EXLOGLQJV�DQG�WKH�$UPRU\�0XVHXP��%XLOW�LQ�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�DV�D�ZDUHKRXVH�
IRU�WKH�.UHPOLQ·V�ZHDSRQU\��WKH�$UPRU\�ZDV�WUDQVIRUPHG�LQWR�DQ�H[KLELWLRQ�KDOO�DQG�PX-
VHXP�KRXVLQJ�5XVVLD·V�QDWLRQDO�WUHDVXUHV��VXFK�DV�UHOLJLRXV�LFRQV��)DEHUJp�HJJV��DQG�&DWKH-
ULQH�WKH�*UHDW·V�EDOO�JRZQV��)LQLVK�WKH�GD\�ZLWK�DQ�HYHQLQJ�ZDON�RQ�5HG�6TXDUH��ZKLFK�DORQJ�
ZLWK�6W��%DVLO·V�&DWKHGUDO�LV�SHUKDSV�WKH�PRVW�UHFRJQL]DEOH�V\PERO�RI�5XVVLD��DQG�D�IHVWLYH�
farewell dinner. (B, L, D) Ararat Park Hyatt Hotel

Tuesday, January 9 
Depart Moscow
7KLV�PRUQLQJ�WUDQVIHU�WR�WKH�DLUSRUW�IRU�ÁLJKWV�KRPH���%��LQ�ÁLJKW� 

4–5
k

Thursday–Friday, Januarry 4



Cost Per Person
Silver Class - $12,995 per person, double occupancy 

*ROG�&ODVV�����������SHU�SHUVRQ��GRXEOH�RFFXSDQF\

Single Supplement
6LOYHU�&ODVV����������

Gold Class - $5,500

About the Golden Eagle
Two styles of accommodation are available 
on board the Golden Eagle: Gold Class and Sil-
ver Class. %RWK�RIIHU�SULYDWH�HQ�VXLWH�IDFLOLWLHV�ZLWK�
XSSHU�ORZHU�EHUWK�FRQÀJXUDWLRQ�

On the train, each sleeping car has its own highly 
TXDOLÀHG�DWWHQGDQWV�ZKR�SURYLGH�EHG�WXUQGRZQ�
service, plus tea, coffee and mineral water. Towels, 
bathrobes, slippers and toiletries are provided and 
onboard laundry service is available.

A Bar/Lounge Car is included in the formation of 
WKH�WUDLQ��7KH�EDU�ORXQJH�RIIHUV�D�UHOD[LQJ�DUHD�ZKHUH�
you can enjoy a drink and gather with other passen-
gers.

Dining Cars. 2QERDUG�PHDOV�IHDWXUH�5XVVLDQ�DQG�
European cuisine complemented by a selection of 
wine, beer and non-alcoholic beverages.

Train car/cabin styles may vary. Please note 
that a variety of cabin styles are in use. Décor and 
layout of dining, bar and sleeping cars on your jour-
ney may differ from the sample images depicted.

What To Expect
This trip is moderately active, and 
includes rigorous touring due to the 
daily walking involved and the overall 
limited tourism infrastructure.  To 
reap the full rewards of this adventure, 
travelers must be able to walk up to 
four hours per day, keeping up with 
IHOORZ�WUDYHOHUV��)OH[LELOLW\��D�VHQVH�RI�
humor and a willingness to accept 
local standards of amenities and services are essential components to the 
HQMR\PHQW�RI�WKLV�WULS��7KLV�LWLQHUDU\�IHDWXUHV�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�DPRXQW�RI�WRXULQJ�RQ�
foot. In true expedition style, some delays or changes in the itinerary are likely. 
Note: inclement weather conditions could prevent trip participants from viewing the 
northern lights. Ideal weather conditions are not guaranteed.



Gold Class
*ROG�&ODVV�FDELQV�DUH�ZHOO�SURSRUWLRQHG�����VT�IW��DQG�IHDWXUH�D�ODUJH�SLFWXUH�ZLQGRZ��
0RGHUQ�HQ�VXLWH�DPHQLWLHV�LQFOXGH�VKRZHU��XQGHU�ÁRRU�KHDWLQJ��D�'9'�&'�SOD\HU��
UHPRWH�FRQWUROOHG�DLU�FRQLWLRQLQJ�KHDWLQJ��ZDUGUREH�DQG�SHUVRQDO�VDIH��(DFK�FDELQ�LV�
FRQÀJXUHG�ZLWK�XSSHU�DQG�ORZHU�EHUWKV��DQG�FDQ�DFFRPPRGDWH�GRXEOH��WZLQ�RU�VLQJOH�
occupancy. 

Silver Class 
Silver Class cabins are more compact (60 sq ft) than Gold Class cabins with similar 
facilities. Silver Class cabins feature the same amenities as Gold Class cabins but in a 
smaller space and with a smaller, wet-room style shower area.

 

Cabin configurations and décor may vary from samples depicted 

7RXU�2SHUDWRU��0,5�&RUSRUDWLRQ���:67����������������&67�����������
������0,5�&RUSRUDWLRQ��DOO�ULJKWV�UHVHUYHG���3KRWRV��.LUNHQHV�6QRZ�+RWHO��-RQDWKDQ�,ULVK��0,5�&RUSRUDWLRQ



Included: All accommodation based on double occupancy per itinerary with 
breakfast daily, local service charge and tax: St. Petersburg (2 nights); on board the 
Golden Eagle Trans-Siberian Express private train (6 nights); Kirkenes (2 nights); 
0RVFRZ����QLJKW����0HDOV�DV�OLVWHG�LQ�LWLQHUDU\���*URXS�DUULYDO�GHSDUWXUH�WUDQVIHUV�IRU�
SDVVHQJHUV�DUULYLQJ�GHSDUWLQJ�RQ�VFKHGXOHG�VWDUW�HQG�GD\V���$OO�ODQG�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�
SHU�LWLQHUDU\�LQFOXGLQJ�SULYDWH�PRWRU�FRDFK�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�LWLQHUDU\���6SHFLDO�FXOWXUDO�
HYHQWV�DQG�H[WHQVLYH�VLJKWVHHLQJ��LQFOXGLQJ�HQWUDQFH�IHHV���/HFWXUH�VHULHV���:HOFRPH�
DQG�IDUHZHOO�GLQQHUV���%HYHUDJHV�ZLWK�LQFOXGHG�OXQFKHV�DQG�GLQQHUV��ERWWOHG�ZDWHU��
FKRLFH�RI�QRQ�DOFRKROLF�GULQNV��WHD��FRIIHH��ZLQH�DQG�EHHU���%RWWOHG�ZDWHU�RQ�EXVHV�RQ�
WRXU�GD\V���6HUYLFHV�RI�D�0,5�WRXU�PDQDJHU�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�ODQG�SURJUDP���*UDWXLWLHV�
WR�WRXU�PDQDJHU��JXLGHV�DQG�GULYHUV���&RPSUHKHQVLYH�SUH�GHSDUWXUH�SDFNHW

Not Included: International airfare between the U.S. and the tour start and end 
cities; air taxes or fuel surcharges; pre- or post-tour services; visa or passport fees; 
PHGLFDO�DQG�WULS�FDQFHOODWLRQ�LQWHUUXSWLRQ�LQVXUDQFH��HYDFXDWLRQ�FRVWV��IRRG�RU�
beverages not included in group meals; items of a personal nature such as laundry, 
DOFRKRO��WHOHSKRQH�H[SHQVH��H[FHVV�EDJJDJH�IHHV��SKRWR�YLGHR�H[SHQVHV�LQVLGH�
museums (where allowed); other items not expressly listed as included. Optional night 
at the Snow Hotel near Kirkenes is available at $360 per person double occupancy.

Air Arrangements:�'XH�WR�WKH�YDULHW\�RI�ÁLJKW�RSWLRQV�DYDLODEOH��WKHUH�LV�QR�
JURXS�ÁLJKW�IRU�WKLV�SURJUDP���$V�RI�WKLV�ZULWLQJ��WKH�FRVW�RI�URXQG�WULS�HFRQRP\�
FODVV�DLUIDUH�IURP�WR�%RVWRQ�RQ�%ULWLVK�$LUZD\V�FRQQHFWLQJ�YLD�/RQGRQ�+HDWKURZ�LV�
$1,050 per person.  Airfare is subject to change any time until paid and ticketed. Upon 
FRQÀUPDWLRQ�RI�UHVHUYDWLRQ��WKH�WRXU�RSHUDWRU�FDQ�ZRUN�ZLWK�WUDYHOHUV�RQ�ÁLJKWV�RQ�
an individual basis.

Cancellations and Refunds:�$OO�FDQFHOODWLRQV�PXVW�EH�PDGH�LQ�ZULWLQJ�WR�0,5�
Corporation and the following cancellation charges will apply: Cancellations received 
91 or more days before departure, deposits paid or due in full of $1,000 per person; 
those received 61 days to 90 days before departure, 50% of land tour cost per 
SHUVRQ��WKRVH�UHFHLYHG����GD\V�RU�OHVV�EHIRUH�GHSDUWXUH��QR�UHIXQG���5HIXQGV�FDQQRW�
EH�PDGH�WR�SDVVHQJHUV�ZKR�GR�QRW�FRPSOHWH�WKH�IXOO�WRXU�IRU�DQ\�UHDVRQ�DW�DOO��0,5�
Corporation reserves the right to decline to accept any person as a participant in a 
WRXU��RU�WR�UHTXLUH�DQ\�SDUWLFLSDQW�WR�ZLWKGUDZ�IURP�D�WRXU�DW�DQ\�WLPH�DW�KLV�KHU�RZQ�
expense, when such action is determined by tour staff to be in the best interest of 
the health, safety, or general welfare of the tour group or of the individual participant, 
and subject only to the requirement that the recoverable cost of unused services and 
accommodations be refunded, if any.

Single Travelers:�:H�PDNH�HYHU\�HIIRUW�WR�PDWFK�VLQJOH�WUDYHOHUV�ZKR�UHTXHVW�D�
roommate.  However, shared accommodations cannot be guaranteed and a single 
supplement rate will apply.

Insurance:�7ULS�FDQFHOODWLRQ�LQWHUUXSWLRQ�LQVXUDQFH�LV�DYDLODEOH��,QVXUDQFH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
will be sent to you by the MIT Alumni Travel Program on receipt of your registration. 

Responsibility:�$�5HOHDVH�RI�/LDELOLW\�DQG�$VVXPSWLRQ�RI�5LVN�$JUHHPHQW�RI�0,5�
Corporation and MIT for loss of property, injury, illness or death will be provided to 
passengers upon enrollment and is available to prospective travelers upon request.  A 
signed release and exlusions agreement is required for trip participation.

Terms & Conditions

Register Today!
To reserve space on this program, please call the MIT Alumni Travel Program at 800-
992-6749 or email compass@mit.edu. Or complete and mail a reservation form 
ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�RQ�WKH�WULS·V�ZHEVLWH�DW�DOXP�PLW�HGX�WUDYHO� 

A deposit of $1,000 person is required and is payable by major credit card (Master-
&DUG���9LVD���$PHULFDQ�([SUHVV��'LVFRYHU��RU�E\�FKHFN��WR�MIR Corporation-Trust (the 
tour operator for this program). Credit cards are accepted for deposit payment only. 
Mail payment and reservation form to:  MIT Alumni Travel Program, 600 Memorial 
'ULYH��:����QG�)ORRU��&DPEULGJH��0$������

5HVHUYDWLRQV�WR�EH�SDLG�LQ�IXOO�E\�September 29, 2017, 90 days prior to departure 
SD\DEOH�E\�FKHFN�RQO\��5HVHUYDWLRQV�UHFHLYHG�DIWHU�6HSWHPEHU�����������PXVW�EH�DF-
companied by payment in full.  A signed release release agreement is required for trip 
participation.



Rob van der Hilst, Head of Department and Schlumberger 
Professor of Earth Sciences, whose cross-disciplinary and 
collaborative research focuses on understanding geological 
structures and processes in Earth’s deep interior, both on a 
regional and global scale. The main tools he uses (and devel-
STW�EVI�KPSFEP�VI¾IGXMSR�WIMWQSPSK]�ERH�WIMWQMG�XSQSKVE-
TL]��FYX�LI�MRXIKVEXIW�XLIWI�½RHMRKW�[MXL�GSRWXVEMRXW�JVSQ�
geology, plate reconstructions, mineral physics, and geo-

dynamics. van der Hilst received his PhD in Geophysics from Utrecht 
University in 1990.  After postdoctoral research at the University of Leeds and the 
Australian National University he joined the faculty of MIT’s Department of Earth,  
Atmospheric, and Planetary Sciences (EAPS) in 1996. From 2004 to 2012 he was the 
Director of the Earth Resources Laboratory and since the beginning of 2012 he has 
been Head of EAPS. In addition to his work at MIT, Rob has been a Visiting Professor 
at the Institut de Physique de Globe de Paris (France).  Among several other awards 
and honors, Rob was most recently elected to the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences. He has been named a Fellow of the David and Lucile Packard Foundation, 
a Fellow of the American Geophysical Union, and awarded the James B. Macelwane 
Medal.

Study Leader: Rob van der Hilst
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MIT Alumni & Friends,

Join fellow alumni for an unconventional journey above the Arctic Circle in 
pursuit of the spectacular northern lights aboard the luxury Golden Eagle Trans-
6LEHULDQ�([SUHVV�WUDLQ��%HJLQ�LQ�6W��3HWHUVEXUJ��ZKHUH�WKH�ERXOHYDUGV�DQG�VHUHQH�
canals take on a warm veneer in the slanted winter sunlight. Travel north above 
WKH�$UFWLF�&LUFOH��GLVHPEDUNLQJ�LQ�WKH�1RUZHJLDQ�WRZQ�RI�.LUNHQHV��ORFDWHG�
VTXDUHO\�ZLWKLQ�WKH�DXURUDO�]RQH��)RU�WKRVH�LQWHUHVWHG��WDNH�WKH�RSWLRQ�RI�VWD\LQJ�
one night in the Snow Hotel near Kirkenes. 

Stop in the ice-free Arctic port of Murmansk and tour the nuclear icebreaker, 
the Lenin. Conclude your journey with time in Moscow to explore classic sites 
including�6W��%DVLO·V�&DWKHGUDO�DQG�5HG�6TXDUH��/HFWXUHV�ZLOO�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�KLV-
WRU\�DQG�FXOWXUH�RI�WKH�UHJLRQ��(DUWK·V�PDJQHWLF�ÀHOG��WKH�DWPRVSKHUH��DQG�WKH�
aurora borealis. 

:H�DUH�VKDULQJ�WKLV�SURJUDP�ZLWK�DOXPQL�IURP�+DUYDUG�8QLYHUVLW\��)RU�PRUH�
GHWDLOV��RU�WR�UHJLVWHU��FDOO�WKH�0,7�$OXPQL�7UDYHO�3URJUDP�RIÀFH�DW���������������
2XU�HPDLO�DGGUHVV�LV�FRPSDVV#PLW�HGX��<RX�PD\�DOVR�FDOO�WKH�WRXU�RSHUDWRU�
0,5�&RUSRUDWLRQ�DW��������������

Sincerely, 
Melissa Chapman Gresh
Director, MIT Alumni Travel Program

P.S. Please see our website at DOXP�PLW�HGX�WUDYHO for details and updates on all 
RXU�SURJUDPV��)LQG�XV�RQ�)DFHERRN�DW�0,7�$OXPQL�7UDYHO�3URJUDP�
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